Riverglades Elementary PTA

PTA Board Meeting

August 25, 2010

Call to Order:

The meeting was held in the Teacher’s Lounge and was called to order at 9:16 AM.

Pledge of Allegiance. There were 18 PTA members present at the meeting. Sharyn Mason welcomed everyone present and everyone took turns introducing themselves and what committee they’re involved in. 
Awards
The Circle of Friends Award to Denise Fishkin for her work with apparel and the Helping Hand Award was presented to Judy Marrich for helping at the open house. 

Financial Report

Update by Patti Frasca for Adrienne Morrison.

The budget was distributed and reviewed by all present and it will come up for approval at the general PTA meeting on 9/1. Comments from the floor:

· Income projections were a conservative compared to last year’s. Response: there were a higher number of children last year and the last year’s income went beyond expectations.

· 5th grade celebration line item is higher than last year’s actual because there was an unexpected credit 

· PTA expenses line item was increased because there are two lunches planned for the year: one catered and one at a restaurant. 

· There is approximately $12,000+ in special projects that is open to suggestions. 

President's Report
Update by Sharyn Mason.

· The PTA Riso (copier) machine is no longer working properly and cannot be fixed. Patti quoted a new machine can be either leased for $350/month including supplies and repairs, or bought for $5600 including a 3 year warranty which includes repairs. She will also be looking into a refurbished one. A Riso machine is cheaper to run in bulk than a regular copy machine. Chairs who expect to make a high volume of copies this year were asked to email Sharyn their projected numbers to make an informed decision. Voting will take place via email.

· Open House went very well. Sales were comparable to last year. Apparel brought in $6,007, directories $756, membership $970 and bake sale $480.

· Volunteer Fair will be taking place in the cafeteria on Friday 9/3 at 9:15 AM. Each committee chair will create her own display board. Sharyn will purchase the boards and create the signup sheets. She asked for a volunteer to show off how NOT to dress and act around school during Ms. Jordan’s presentation. Sharyn also went over the list committees stations that will be looking for volunteers to sign up on Friday.  Ms. Jordan reminded us about the volunteer application process at www.getinvolvedineducation.com. 
Fundraising

Update by Mary Ellen Hamilton. Cherrydale Catalogs have been distributed and the kickoff will be taking place on Friday 8/27. The deadline is Friday Sept 17th. Orders have already started to come in. Directory advertising and partners are also already on their way. 

Apparel 

Update by Denise Fishkin. Sales at open house went very well: 86 pre-ordered hoodies, 350 t-shirts, half the zippered leftover jackets and magnets were sold. We are out of YL/AS t-shirts however they will be re-ordered. 

Membership

Update by Suzanne Peterson. We have 275 memberships, including 32 Riverglades teachers and staff, and more coming in.
Legislation

Suzanne Peterson suggested a possible legislative committee to keep PTA board members and Riverglades parents up to date in what’s going on. Nicole Rothenberg mentioned a very good informational legislative meeting she attended in C. Springs that was put together by Elisa Wolfe, and offered to help. Karen Epstein was Riverglades legislative rep in the past. Ms. Isenberg mentioned school board dictates that no one in any political capacity can come in to speak before elections. 
Principal’s Report

Update by Ms. Isenberg. 

· Thank you to PTA for welcome back breakfast, t-shirts and lottery. The open house went very well and the first day of school went very smooth. There are currently 615 registered and attending Riverglades and 64 teachers and staff. 

· Sixteen Promethean Boards donated by PTA have all been installed over the summer bringing the total number of boards at the school to 22 (PTA purchased 16, school board purchased 6). All teachers who have them are using them. Five additional teachers have requested them. Turnaround should be faster than last year and cost is $989 per board. PTA will consider. 

· With the PE teacher position gone, classroom teachers are pulling PE lesson plans from BEEP and having ‘structured recess’ in its place.  Classes are on a three-day rotation during recess: day 1: court, day 2: field, day 3: playground. The second basketball court is still not available. PTA gave every classroom recess equipment. Ms. Isenberg will go over PE equipment and let PTA know if there is any additional footballs needed. 

· The two remaining specials are Art and Music. Two classrooms are attending at one time with a possible maximum of 44 students altogether. Mr. Hammer has asked PTA for 8 additional violins. Ms. Isenberg will re-confirm the number of violins needed and PTA will consider. 
Other

· How is the Media Center working? Ms. Isenberg explained that the teachers are signing up for different time slots where they bring their classroom as a whole to do research, use technology and check out books. There are also sending small groups of children to sign books out. The facility for distance learning, where the kids can interact with other school kids and the person teaching is still there and being used. 

· Diane Jordan confirmed that student aid will be given by the PTA for one day trips to those kids who are under free and reduced lunch. 

· Morning announcements have started via the intercom and will begin via itv shortly. They are not available via promethean boards yet. 

· A message from Karen Epstein: SAF/SAC meetings will begin Monday 8/30 and she is requesting parent participation. 

· Sharyn read a thank you letter from Stoneman Douglas PTSA for the Riverglades PTA donation of $500 last year. 

· Lice check is scheduled for August 31st. Melissa Blank offered to help Karen Epstein that day.

Important Dates:

8/27
Cherrydale Pep Rally @8:15 in the cafeteria

8/31
Lice check

9/1
PTA general meeting @6PM in the cafeteria


* The Office of Prevention will do a bullying presentation. Child care will be available in the media center. 

9/3 
Volunteer fair @ 9:15 in the cafeteria

9/16
Fall pictures

9/20
Room parent meeting (subject to change)

9/28
First zone meeting in Heron Heights @ 9:15.


* There will be zoning issues discussed and all principals, area director and a guest speaker will be in attendance. 

10/5
ProKids Show


* There will be two presentations during the day and one at night going over life skills in a fun and educational way.

10/6 
PTA board meeting @9:15 in the teacher’s lounge

Meeting was adjourned at 10:22 AM.
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